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Monday,  July  31,  1944 

SUBJECT:    "FALL  GARDEN  TIPS",  Information  from  garden  specialists  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

As  one  Victory  Gardener  to  another,  what  do  you  think  of  rolling  up  your  sleeves 
and  putting  in  a  fall  garden?    I  think  I  heard  most  of  you  shouting  a  loud  "Aye"  - 
probably  the  others  have  already  planted  their  fall  crop. 

That's  a  fine  time  to  garden,  says  our  garden  chairman,  a  time  when  the  leafy 
green  vegetables  have  appetite  appeal,  and  the  time  when  lots  of  them  grow  with 
special  vim  and  vigor.    Then,  too,  there  is  still  time  to  plant  some  root  crops  for 
winter  storage.    If  you  have  any  favorite  varieties  you  might  check  their  maturing 
time  with  the  time  killing  frosts  can  be  expected.     The  garden  chairman  is  a  good 
authority  to  consult  on  the  frost  date,  or  our  local  weather  authorities.    Frost  does 
finish  some  of  these  fall  garden  possibilities,  but  a  good  many  of  them  will  take 
quite  a  nip  from  Jack  Frost  and  a  few  pay  no  particular  attention  to  him. 

If  any  rows  are  being  vacated  now  in  your  garden,  you  might  get  the  root  vege- 
tables in  right  away.    Carrots  are  a  MUST  with  most  of  us,  and  beets  are  favorites 
both  for  their  delicious  roots  and  for  the  tops  for  greens. 

Then  no  garden  would  be  quite  up  to  the  mark  without  its  fall  cabbage,  those 
tempting,  small  round  heads  that  fit  into  any  menu  situation.    Be  sure  to  remember 
how  well  they  keep  for  winter  use  when  you  estimate  the  number  you  can  plant.  And 
how  about  some  extra  heads  for  the  sauerkraut  you'd  like  to  make?    And  just  listen 
to  tnis  suggestion.    It  comes  from  an  experienced  gardener  but  it's  good  for  Victory 
Gardeners  too.    That  is,  to  plant  some  celery  now  for  use  as  flavoring  -  for  soups, 
stews,  and  such. 

I  hope  you  still  have  lots  of  unassigned  space  in  the  rows  that  are  being 


emptied  of  earlier  crops.    I  have  plenty  of  suggestions  for  filling  them.    If  you 
haven't  tried  growing  them  in  the  fall  before,  I  hope  you'll  plant  plenty  of  leafy 
green  vegetables.    They  are  really  indispensable  stand-bys. 

First,  there  are  the  old  trusted  and  tried  kinds  -  kale,  mustard,  spinach, 
chard.    Rush  in  plenty  of  them  by  all  means.    And  another  welcome  member  of  the 
Leafy  Green  family  I  almost  forgot  -J  fall  is  an  excellent  time  for  lettuce.  You 
can  plant  the  delicious  leaf  varieties  or  a  kind  that  forms  heads.     If  you  have 
enough  room,  I'd  suggest  some  of  both.     They  are  quite  different  when  you  meet  them 
at  the  table  -  and  both  are  welcome. 

Then,  how  about  adventuring  a  bit  \fith  some  Chinese  cabbage.     It  grows  so  well 
in  Victory  garden  conditions  and  your  family  will  like  its  delicate  flavor.  And 
do  try  turnips  for  greens  as  well  as  for  the  roots.    Many  admirers  of  turnips  greens 
prefer  the  foliage  varieties,  but  all  are  good  -  just  so  they're  turnip.  Parsley 
is  another  member  that  adds  interest  to  your  table  through  appearance  as  well  as 
flavor.    Two  warnings  about  parsley  care  -  the  seeds  germinate  slowly,  so  don't 
expect  them  to  pop  up  out  of  the  soil  in  just  a  few  days;  and  second,  the  little 
seedling-  plants  are  delicate,  so  may  need  some  shading  if  the  weather  turns  hot, 
and  watering,  if  the  rains  are  not  frequent.    After  the  plants  get  going,  though, 
they  are  quite  sturdy. 

Some  people,  I  hear,  make  a  fall  crop  of  kohlrabi.     If  your  garden  chairman 
recommends  it,  plant  some  and  your  family  will  give  you  a  rousing  cheer. 

This  list  isn't  complete,  of  course.     If  you  have- some  seeds  left  from  your 
spring  planting  why  not  make  a  list  of  them  and  see  what  your  garden  chairman  says 
about  using  them  for  fall  crops. 
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A  lot  depends  on  the  weather,  of  course,  but  if  it  is  very  dry  when  you  put 
in  your  seeds,  after  you  have  made  the  furrow  for  the  new  crop,  run  enough  water 
in  to  moisten  to  a  depth  of  about  4-5  inches,  put  in  your  seeds  and  cover  with  soil 
from  the  sides  of  the  furrow.     If  rains  do  not  come  within  a  week,  sprinkle  the 
surface  gently  until  the  soil  is  moist  to  the  depth  of  the  furrow. 

Sounds  like  a  profitable  fall  season.    Here's  wishing  you  lots  of  luck. 


